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word with Black, and the latter has told him so. He says
Black will not go on with the trial if the Alta Vela matter
is not arranged. I discredited this and so told Johnson.
The thing looks to me very suspicious. If Black is inter-
ested, as I suppose he is, largely, in the Alta Vela affair
and thinks to take advantage of the President's necessities
to effect an object, he is mistaken in his man. The Pre-
sident is about the last man who would be moved under
compulsion of such circumstances. That Black is deeply
interested and has a large pecuniary stake in the results of
the Alta Vela affair I am compelled to believe, and there
is something that indicates a like deep interest on the part
of Seward. I have supposed it was Weed who was inter-
ested and who influenced Seward.

March 20. No matters of great moment before the Cab-
inet. Seward is still absent, but Fred represented him.
This is always persistently and particularly done. Fred
is the first on the ground at Cabinet-meetings and the last
to leave. He hears, sees, watches, and catches all. Bring-
ing his assistant did much to impair the efficiency and con-
fidence of Mr. Lincoln's Cabinet, and so of Mr. Johnson's.
Stanton told me he would never bring forward an important
matter when an assistant was present.

The President has a severe cold and is, I see, affected
by the impeachment. How could it be otherwise? I had
a little talk with him, which gratified him. He asked me
if Black had been to see me. I told him he had, twice.
"Yes," said the President, "he seems to be absorbed with
Alta Vela. Seward has also been devoting a good deal of
time to it." I remarked I had never investigated it
or been asked to. When the subject was up some time
.ago, Seward had politely informed us that he required
the attention of no one but the President and Attorney-
General, and I had therefore made it a point to avoid the
question. Here the subject was dropped by the President,
and I left.